


[ONELY GAPE HATTERAS,
BESIEGED BY THE SEA

By WILLIAM §. ELLIS
Photographs by EMORY KRISTOM

Bk Mutional Cleograpdiic Stafl

T FIRST 1 SAW only the dolphins and the amberjacks, dap
plinig the sea with their green-gold Bashes. Then, from up on
the flving bridge of our deep-sen hshing Boal, Uapl. Ernnal

Foster pointed 1o starboard and yelled, “See it? Smell the oil
Helieve mie now e
|

The shick showed fant—a scalter rug of dirly rsifnbvw st
1

i the Gull Stream off Cape Hatterad No mistaking the odor, o

course S0 1 became n believer in the storv that the lomg-tirm

sliipper of charter baats insists s rue

he oil, Uaptian Foster told me, first appeared o 1042 and ba
been [here ever since

Liiring the early monihe of that tragic vear of maritime hisiors
Crermman submarioes claimed o bhesevey toll of Al ied e afl
Cape Hatteras and all of North Carolina's Outer Bunks Tunker
and [reighters plunged to rest in the already crowded "Ciraveyvar
ik 1|u' IIl.-‘:.|.||l'.l : "';I||| EVen now, 4ler more !||.|I. A rjulrter k] L
cenmmry, the waters remaln stained by the lifeblood of was

We wiere 15 milés oflshore in st 5o calm thal the wreat hs of

Golden  enlim of  an
Literu st e e frmids surt
nshermen casting  Irom
Cape Halleras, the thyp ol
Morth Clirslim's Chter
Hanls This ovhmim o
Vilantie barrier Blands
helters  the madnlarkd
from  ocean  nmpests
Fleaped wp |
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sargassum weed all around us lay quietly on the surface. Before we
returmed o port, however, this fabled prece of the Atlantic reverted
to Torm., like water brought to & sudden boil. And 1 was glad, for
thi=was the wayv 1 wanted (o know Cape Hatteras, ns mariners haove
krown and feared it for hundreds of veare—on af elevalor of 1-foot
swells, braced against o northeast wind strong enough t drve its
chall through thick robber foul-wenther clothitg

The oil slitk was gone now, obscured in the wash of the gwful
diirrings. Woe camie upon treacherous shor! woter, whieh the 'wino
was peeling back to revend a pece of rusted wreckoge. | followed the
r:|l'||'II|.rIII.|'.'|-- 1IT".|'|;' il il1|'| hndler 1.2 fent 11 5 I h |*1~|-r'.1 oy
either sicle af the boml wiis #ven less, Tor we were crossing the <hoal
throueh u hacrow cul

[ occurted Lo me Uhien thot, though we wirte st ey sixomillips
out tir sed, | could stand on bottom and have my head above water
Such are the traps of Hatteras that have snared vessels since Lhe

BT Il'l'_"lr'lr'lll'll.' LA II|.|r'll'.'|l inh Il'l"rllr"'\-'
Stuge Setting for High American Dyama

Hlistory s deeply inscribed L the sands of this coastal region. From
the village of katty Hawk down to lonely Portamouth 1=landd, | found
muny a silept setting of dramatic events o the Nation’s past. Here
the first Engllsh-speaking colony in North America—Sir W alter
Raleigh's famous Lost Colony—aettled Here, tod, Wilbur godd Orville
";'I. :.;'||I Tty I:'|r|;| Tii ':--I|.t'- . "-.:r I||.'_;|; I'l_l_.rl,'- |I'.|.'|| .:I||| -:.|-5.'||'|| 1|.--|r
bocty on these shores, the same shores that defied British blockade
nrtempe during the Amencan Revolution

Long-time summer resort mountimnos <and dvnes anid dense
Witk s rofuge for nesrly 200 spectes of Dirds, mcluding Arcti
p the region. Moare than any
thing else, theugh, the Cape Hatteras center stice of the Outer Banks
sbanils ne an opan windaw' on the violenee of the sea

miEslmE snowW gepesi '|'|'--|' 150N !lI.1|-.l il

That evemne. following car return $o poel; I wallced along the
beach with an old man, ol wee pdked aliowt storms and slhipwrecks
and the sassthess of mosouiboes. When § told hom aboul the endiaring
ol slick, be replied, *Mysell, [ don't try to understand the thimgs that
i oy ol tHere. aned Mve livied here, s anid by, 74 senrs o
Febiruary, 've seen the Atantue do some things vou wouldn't
believe, ind that's the gospel rrukly’

(Hher notives of the Outer Banks tidd me the same thing, To
thier, Lhe inds 1.l.!||| |-,'-'|||'|'l. il liesst, e s sl |t.||.|.l'|-'|.'~ 12 PrlEmab
pnil sometimes seeminghy sorcerous, o plice whiere winids and cur-
rents stir the ghists ol times when the cape @xi tecl o tall of sorrow
1y PSS L|;I||- I||~|||||I|| MLy, [aliiies LFE SR ]

A Cape Hottemis the cham ol barmer slands making ap ihe
Outer Banks bends sharply in 8 protective embrace of the North
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For all the Nation lo enjoy; Cape Hattersns National Sejshore, es
ft pshed] e 193N ns the frst of o= long in thie coumntmy, extends for 72
|||=|| ] ||r'| IMNInNE neEar thi githiern enil o7 Fasile | LAl @ned Funning
the Jepeth of Hatierns and Oeradake Iilopds, Eight villazes within
the federal domain remoin under privade ownership (ovEp.. fuges
VY Heade o fence msialled o stabilbes the aand, voungster
|l|.|- ‘tloulile ¢atch™ with @ finthall wned g solthall Milds of =uih
ferices, fodr and ve ranks deeg, e Bepeath divines also anchored B

benich grinss nned =sea oals : . .
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|i||' 1 '-|'~-I
Mr. Wahab has =elddiim been very Tar [rom
the Atlantie | asked him f he

3 !
Ll e A6 A& pligee ol ol earsiol o al

e A VLS 0 REFTVICE

flicln’t <o
s1ird
nidses, o ploce where whieat ripens in the sun
e =hifted position m the old wooden porch
chunr g =oil

"When | wa
ik ]
jrecl. 1t
my shouwlder and thie north
West K< wnn whiut |
wias carrvemw, il stop oand seltle there. But
['rmy atil

AMany af the slands

srendants of Enelich

in the Coast Guard, a friend
what | was roine 1o di when 1o
o bhe T was going to put an oar on
tart walking to
as somebody asked me
here, andd reckon 1 alwiss= @il by
nitive-thirm ane e

AN Who =setien

Full by o Cilads, (e burmeane of Oetlalsier
dore Al Nupe ]

i e rewl Boods brogehl by thest 8T P85 i1
it any much from the acean a< from tha i
i the inland side, A= the hukricanes move north

from  the Canbbean, long swelle push water

T d

A Il E walers apill ou

s Lhamand =hoal

[ onely sentinel of the

Laghit Siatiion stnnels guard. 14 omiles Droin sbusre

malevialent shoals in places aniy Lhmne

WarTne ol
b uaralsomen

(FLl |Il"|li'.1. pRAT. Lriaee

man the sLatieh Ul tirmies, msImiainifng

|.| T PR L] ||'| |.- | I WEFY LW SRR i} |||_'| il
el rolates ol the coew, Y b
JLFELT Lhreatio M e ke reloee ashore: dis

vmerica won 1 mndependence

to the hater Hoanks

lome  belore
Vstton
thiink
Eneland in i

ol len Gobect wihiil

tir be o disaleet and idiom of old

spivech ol the islanders

Wl It

hintibilies

todele,” mndd Hivle, 11"

Witter that

I once stopped to tadk with o life-lone

[ide |s
hioigh ™ pver i hre
o w1 i
restdent of the Hatterns [sland village of Salvao

When

I r.-|||||-||

whis wias just back from o hshine trp

[ asked him bow he made out

Oh, I cought & slew, but they were all tee-

meamnie he canghl many but they

[ e
;

Wetre Il
Bt this 1

Ti}
1 tongue shaped by yvears of 1209
fateon, geltadect decidedly more s=outhern than

Foth- o 18th-century English



Unlike thaose of Harvey Wahah's vouth,
ummers ol Ocracoke now draw vacationists,
DUl noT =0 mEDY 285 0 ouse e |-!-1I|l| | FERIY

ts drowsiness. Thev come to see the [460-yvear
gne af thie ololes
dtill in gervice, and. the
wild byt niow
penned and fed by the Park Service. Sunpos
Arabian
horses shipwrecked more than a century ago

[asrh hoaes
Bast Coast
[Homnies

old Oeraronke
on thie
dofen ors {ormer|

eily these ponies descend  from

Ynother atiraction s Sppngers Mok, on
the zoutherly end of the iglana; there, legend
Fdward Teach Had his hideout

facial T
iwisted woto pigtmls and fashiwoned with

LV,

Teadh s [Procices

T et RN
sl |

ribibsor lhghted tapers sticking out! frmm

mielier his il TR TH]

encountered him. Thevenalled him Blackbesird.

For much of o vear Peach terronzed ship
g along the ceasts of the Carolinas and
Virgnn, Death came to him i 1718 i Pam
o Sound near Ocracoke when
with. & voung British Navw
"received abave 20 wourds." o contemporary

i B Ml
Lieutenant, he
account relates, “bhefore he fell down dend.’
Later that eentury, in the same vicinity, the
British ksl Jese sipecess in stiyppng the flow
of supphes to American revolutionary forces
U'nfavorable weénther and shoal waters sty
mitet] attempts by Batish warships to bloek-
arde the mlet belween COcracoke and Parts
r'I"""I:ll |-! 1S :"“:I'Iil.:lﬂ‘l'. FHELE fllill'.tf"ll\-'i"r.1l'|il‘
vissels supplving the colonists continued to
i theaueh the
1 hi

WIS W oy

contemptible port of Dern

cock his hecome o grend chonnel
to thi wrale Lhe
colanial governor of North Caroling
Indeed, when Gieneral Washington's
troops were At Valley Forge, one sup-
nlv: plan calléed for passage through
the inlét ol Ceracnke
Faollowing the Rivolution

4
0l =supmis i ] el e

Lt
coke continued togrow in Bui P FA N

ik a port, In | T8 nearly 700 vezsels
renchied the North Carolinamatnland
thieoaeh the inlot Chongos
.-|Z||| liure ol -.]I:'-'l'_'|:|;._' ¥} I-.|‘1'|| e

WILT

10 CLUrTenls

STl llr'|.'|:|.. It e |r|i-|"'.
howoeser, 0ol h o |"||| the tracle
Most of the
Licracoke ari
Hilleras Lsliind

LSmMmear wvisitars to
LA e TS IO

[l

1T
wrriviee on the
e SENCEe 4l|||.'|‘.Ll'|".| :':-r.--.-. £ Ll |II:-.||
back and forth across Hatteras Inlet
(M the seven campgrounds in the
agisiiore, four

2R S0-acre natyonal

Aare i t|.|.1I|".|.- ['..... il I:I||l'|' -‘..1.'|||
olefn, althoueh ang waspt

It was

o Lhe
|l|.-||:||.l| that v 1 50D et
from the water wihen the beach was
first opened in 1958, but erosion has
chieweil off st of that distivnce
Cupe Hatterns National Seashore

wis established in 1955, the ferst of

Worn by seaand sand., s iderelict
er provides psun screen foro
bearh, The Lodra 4. Bovier ended Her
gid on Jupe 1, 1921, o the wive-
wracker] shore of Bodie Island. Dozens

of unce-pround ships he entombed beneath

i|1'. i e

Somielimes storpms bhare Lhi

bmnis o one ol Hhese mng-fnrEatien ¥e

siilz, bt the winds @0 bury them again






One of o million who visited the national
sepshore [ast vear, 8 poetly vocatbontdd des
Tights im b salt beevee and unerawided aamed s

“Eatimated All Instruments carried away

Other vesiilents told me that the devastating
northeast wind of Mareh 7, 1962, was the
worst of all Remembered on the Outer Banks
as the Ash Wednesday Storm, the hlow stireed
the Atlantic wnul, hurling great heads of
water, it severed Hatteras 1eland. carving out
a new S00-fool-wide inlet fust north of Buox-
tom village * Warkers succeeded in closing it
months iater with sand and a wide varety of
junk metnd, includine many old cars.

Mr Hallonee has faced both hurricane and
nor'easter m His Umes as have mast Blandess
who onoe were membiers of the Lifesaving
Sefvice, The wervice began operations an the
North Caroling coast in 1874 and funetioned
antil 1918, when it was merged with the old
Revenue Cutter Service to form the U 5
Coast Guard, A chan of stations was opened.
each staffed by a Keeper, or officer in chiarze,
and six surtfmern. They patrolled the beach on
fool, and sometimes on horsebnck, olwavs on

e Uhr Uhanging Atlanisn Coastlne,” by Sathanisl
T EKenner SaTiowan Droomarim, [lecormber 18902

AL

the alert Tor a vescel an distrese, And when
the tall came, as it often did, the surfimen
pushed their 2,600-palnd lifibsats infd G
witll-like =urf, nware thot a single wrong
mpve might mean a serious mjury

[he logs of duty statiors in the Lifesaving
Service are filled with accounts of heroism
Liv' mien with the Ouler Banks clin names of
Ballance and Meeking and the legendmrs
Midget1s

Onoa winter's day, 1 sat oo the abandoned
veach where one of the frst stations ance
stoud and thought about Rasmus 3. Midgett
and the barkentine Pravedlla (page 40145 1 had
heard the story many times during my stayon
the Outer Banks—how the vessel was straned-
ed and breaking up as surfman Midgett hap
pened by on his horse He dismounted and
rity through the erashine surf v the ship He
carried one crewman to safely an the beach
and went back for another. Ten times he did
this, somehow maonaging to survive a strain
on his body that lew men have known

I'he official report of the incident, as Joggeed
Liv the station keeper, cuts through the dramo
to produce an epic of tinderstatement: YR 5
Midgett, Surfman No. | on South patrol from
Joum to Sumrse He found a wreek Hroken
to Pleves 3 milles South of Station and on the
Stern was ten men He munigeed to sauve them
all without coming Lo Station to report.”

Fosmus Mideett wius expectis] to div what
he dud, for 10 putting out 1o a =ea that somor
sanlts to shore, men of the service took guid-
unce in the pithy departing henediction of
their superiors. "The roles suy vou gotta go,
not thut vou gotta come k.

The Lifesaving Service functioned ajong
the const of the Outer Banks as basically n
winter opecation. Now, with fleets of pleasure
craft moving over the waters, summer is the
sefimndy [of priscue work. (ftertimes the mis-
ston involves nothing more than restoring o
Ll il 11II"|"..1.l|:III

““We stopped one pleasure boat that was 15

Pioneer beach resort of North Caroling,
Nags Fload sprouted] cotiaoes and o hotel 1o
the 1830%, when wealthy plonters saoght to
escidwt the milasmas of Inland swamps and
mirshes. The ficsl develupment was on Lthe
siehe mway From Lhe ocean; not pould the Inte
| 800" dhinl cottiges begn o rsg Bere on the
Atlantic side In those iave most summer
restdents came b Nags Peod on Memorial
Diay werkemd and staved uotil schoul me-
opened Today, with pood bighwoss, vaea
oty come and go in o sfeadly dream
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mlles . out 1 e a0 Loast Cyoardsnun or
Hatreras told me, “and the sk PPET wenTed to
ENow 1l he wis still tn the inland walerw

".._I_ ||.-|__.- e e il : i |':-_.|I T

TE=SCUE ',l,llri_ I;l\:_|||. | (LN ER N | i LIk .| i

Coast Guard stations along the Outer Bank
rely on Oelcorter: ;-'|lI ,‘]l clof | |_'.i| W e |
viesspls, both large and small

blatiersas o5 still the killer 11 alwass was, ol
course, hul Wikth 5w |.' LTI TR TS, e
ATICH Tl Helv=mi-sri LECnigues, D (W]

phistieation of tools for rescus, tragic 1

:il'ill. ...'.I-"I e CigsE Occur only rant I 11

IFishermen Cast Into Crashineg Sarl

I':I Pt |.|| L AR withl L L Ciliss

- i B i is . ip
Giuare] when 1t absorbed the Lifesaving =em

in 1915. He eetived o 10496, and now, al
the age of 85 anidd with a box full of medals in
T gl pesso o Fwer: D encls most ol his T

fishing in the Cape Hitterne surl. He lkes to
gl therE ol whiab e vl I e ol o
euraed ol ly ||.II".|._ the [oll monilis when L

channel Dbass pre It D

Dy had peeped hours earhier when 1 drow
1 beteh bugey alonge the Hatteras shorelimne
Fizshermen were oul in greal numbors, sorm
trotehedd ol on R il il dowing i Lhi
WILEM ol sun while therr henvy surf-costing
rocde rested upright in san HEE

Halteras wilers deew habormen long bolor
{here were roicls on thi s, When it codild
LIk e } hiours to deive SO miles throueh Ui
ol T hew e inel still come. n arly for
e honoel buss but for the Bl JETH -
drum, cronker; founder, whiting, striped ba
Kiny mmackKerel IR honito, swordlhidl, and
'.I:||- I

Most of all, though, deep-sea hBshermet
grne [or the blue marlin LEILRTTE Y T
buEey an the broad sandvy @lbow of the cap
I Tl g ey 0 O O R T F ] LRArLeT DonEls oL
ing out to deep water 10 search of martin. Un

I;_|.I ! o1 L | '__| "l,l'l.'. ||:".' I'I"'.l I..|||III .'.I"I

Where Amencans st took to the skies

nopowered peht o gramle | I Pt M
i lotahtayime strebdkes Lhe =l Lkeditnil
Bkl | Hill griet tha ATl Aoy LA

ard Wilhire Wreht. Aftraet v vy VT
unil constanl winels, e brodhers came Lo i

i fi W, ieEtDrLi 18 b eXyWErTITErEL Wity
ghid L, h nbor 1 | 1 |
eeedied in liwnehinge 1 Irwel
EnviEr-than-m P OF B L Sk | g
[l el Park S e Nisttor [ Fey
et bhe sil il the e 1L | =i 1
wriluctiom of the dmginal plo W
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a Blue maclin off Cape Hatteras: | medasured
13 feed 1 tch amd weilrhed 210 pounds, a
world's record (since then eclipsed by an 845
poitnder caught off St Thomas in the U5
Virgin Islands),

Wiarm-waler fish such as the marlin f4llow
the Grulf Streame to Hatteras. The stream
comes within 12 miles of shore at the capr—
its closest approach to land at any point north
of Cape Keénnedy, m Flondn Moving with
the flow of a thousand Mississippis, it meets
thicold currents coming down from the north,
anil the result i a voloanic rsing of the sea
until it seems to stand on end. Even now, s ]
wiatched the bshine boats, 1 conld see the
waters churning and heaving as if in forg

“ We Could Roll Back the Oceuan’™

The spectacle i= best obhserved on o #lorms
dioy from 208-foot-ligh Cape Hatteras Light
house, the talleat in the Notlon | elimbed the
spirval staircase o the crown of the tower and
lonked out on afar-ranging view of the Banks
The Atlantic was gruy a3 mold

The only other person ai the lop wus n
middle-aged man with a pair of binoculars
e watched the water for o long time aned
then sabd, mtre to himsell than to me, "Abl, 1
we ¢ould rell back this prrt of the ocean,
vou il see something then,”

Dhamond Shopls—Dd see thal Extending
ol tisea for about ten miles, the dreaded reel
ipmes to within three feet of the surface il
sume points= In the davs hefore depth finders
and other modeérn navigntional aids, the
sands of Digmond Shoads trupped uncounted
held them ontil they fell apmer
under Mopzing by the Atlantic

With the ovean rolled haclk, ['d also sée Lthe
remiins of some ol the hundreds of other
ships wreeked m Hatterns waters during the
(st 400 vears. One wias the fomed Federpd
ironelad Monitor

Following its historic engagemend in Hamp
i Bogids with the Merromar, which the

sl

Larpest sand dune on the U = Adtanti
st Jowhey Bocling went of Sapes Hepd rlses
mioFeE thnn 1A0 feel Visltors hike to ite <iifE
fml for o broad view of the ocean As with
mrest ol thie area’s place nemes, the wngin ol
Jickew Ridpe & aohscaoe. One legend relates
it o the wild ponies that used 1o roam ihe
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